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p. 50). If this greater variation in the same family does not prevent
its members sharing the same civilization, does it follow that
members of two racial groups with less variation cannot do the
same? Professor Boas comes to the deliberate conclusion that
"general experience of ethnologists who deal with recent ethno-
logical phenomena indicates that whatever organic differences
between the great races may be, they are insignificant when con-
sidered in their effect upon cultural life" (ibid., p. 60).

If the table referred to above represents the type of the intellec-
tual differential between the races, two conclusions seem to follow
from it. Since both Whites and Negroes are represented in most of the
grades except a very few at either end of the scale^ comparatively minor
inventors may come from both, but the highest inventors will be Whites^
as they alone are to be found in the highest grades. As for appreciation
and adoption of the inventions, both Negroes and Whites are, exactly
alike; what the one can assimilate the other also can.

The above conclusions follow on the assumption that there is a
permanent gulf between the maximum intellectual levels of the
White and Negro, and that it is correlated with race, a compara-
tively immutable biological factor. But this assumption is not
universally held. Professor Boas says; "Up to this time none of the
mental tests gives us any insight into significant racial differences
that might not be adequately explained by the effect of social
experience" (ibid., pp. 58-59).

In his recent study, Negro Intelligence and Selective Migration,
Dr. Otto Klineberg examines how far mental tests applied to
Negroes disclosed racial or social correlations. He enquired if the
Negroes in New York were superior to the Negroes in the south of
the United States; and if so, was it because they were so when they
migrated from the south to New York, or did they develop that
superiority since coming to New York; and, if so, had the length
-of residence in the new environment been responsible for the
change? His conclusions are as follows:

"As far as the results go, they show quite definitely that the
superiority of the northern over the southern Negroes, and the
tendency of the northern Negroes to approximate the scores of the
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